Meeting with Srwin Griswold at Holland Law Canter, Gainesville, 10x20- 

10x30 as, 1/16/75 

Went up to his of flee at 10x10, Dear was open, he was out, I 
waited about 10 minutes, and ha oaae beak, and invited me in. I 
introduced myself and we shook hands. Before I spoke he asked me what 
year of law school X was in, X said first. X told hia X wanted to 
talk to hia about David Bella, and he ihraediafcely said that Ford, not 
the Panel, had appointed Bella. I gave him the letters I had for hia, 
which he opened and read there to hlaself • Ha seemed to fully read 
the severing letter to hia, in whieh I state that X hoped to deliver it 
personally to hia, and then he skimmed the espy of the letter to Bella, 
spending such more time on the first page, and barely going over the 
next two, but looking at each, and browsing the 2nd. He looked up 
at me expressionless and said, "Well, you’ve delivered the letter to 
me", as if to conclude our meeting. X said I*d hoped he would want to 
hear more, that I had extensive knowledge of Bella’s work for the WC. 

He asked me how X got into the whole thing, and I said I’d been doing 
research far over 7 years, and explained how I got t© correspond with 
^elin. I told him I felt this was a serious matter, that the panel 
had great public responsibilities, at. which point he said, yes, the 
panel dees have great responsibilities. I said that based on tha record 
it was a fact that Belin had uttered falsehoods, published then, covered 
up Infermatien, and couldn’t be trusted. I said I wanted to see something 
dons and if the panel wouldn’t de anything I still wanted the public to 
have the information at least s® they could judge Selin’s qualifications. 

I said I was inexperienced in getting action from the gov’t ®r press, 
but that X was trying to get something done because it was such a 
serious matter. He repeated that Ford had appointed Belin and said that 
he personally has never set Belin and hadn’t even heard of' hia until 
last Monday. I asked if Ford’s appointment was unconditional, that the 
panel couldn’t do anything, and he said yes. I asked if the panel 
could object and he said it could. I assured hia I had n© aialiee and 
felt this was something which the public interest demanded, that I 
had great respeet for iqr country and the law but that X was disillusioned 
by all the dishonesty and deception I’d seen in gov’t and wanted t© 
do something about it. He was silent. After about 15 seconds of alienee, 
I thanked him far his time and left. He didn’t say goodbye. 
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I was struck by his demeanor? he put up a stone wall. He never 
smiled, never changed his serious expression. He spoke blandly, said 
few words, and volunteered nothing. His coldness and unfriendliness, 
laek of any hospitality, ete. was obvious and seamed deliberate to me. 

All he volunteered were 2 questions* what year student was I and how 
did I get into this (the assassination). Perhaps it Is relevant to 
mention that, except when he read the letters, he never moved, and he 
kept contact with my eyes at all times, ineluding in the period of 
silonoo. 
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Hiward Hoffman, written 5x00 pa, 1/16/75* from handwritten notes prepared 
immediately after leaving Griswold’s office. 



